[image: image4.jpg]



Tree Bee – Bombus hypnorum
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A new species for FOTEB.  This female was seen and photographed feeding on  nectar from a  Pussy Willow(Salix caprea) in Riverside  Walk on 30-03-11 by Eddie Napper.
Bombus hypnorum, the tree bumblebee, so called as it is one of the few bumblebees to nest in trees is a species of bumblebee which has recently colonised Britain and has already spread widely in southern England. Its distribution ranges over most of Europe and parts of Eastern Asia. 
It was first recorded in Britain on the northern fringe of the New Forest in 2001 (Goulson & Williams, 2001) but there have subsequently been numerous reports from the southern counties and London. 
This species is double brooded with nest searching queens in March and again in June.

The bumblebee can be recognised by its orange thorax (top uniformly ginger, yellowish-brown or buff) without a black band, and white tail. It could be confused with some individuals of the Common Carder Bee Bombus pascuorum with a lot of black hairs on the abdomen and a pale tail. 
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